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Project Objective: What is the overall objective of your project?  What ideas and thoughts will 
drive your research and efforts throughout the year?  
 
The overall objective of my project  will be to study the administration of justice in this 
country, and the role that a forensic psychology plays in this. 
 
I am currently taking a criminal justice class at UHART and a Forensics class at Watkinson, and 
my goal is to gain an understanding of the process from the forensics side (the collecting of 
evidence that would lead to a conviction), to the laws that govern what happens to someone 
once the are “proven” guilty. I want to focus on the application of psychological practice to the 
criminal and correction systems. 
 
Guiding Questions: What questions will you need to answer?  For what questions will you 
need to build a thesis?  What questions will be the most difficult to handle?  
 
My research will be guided by the following questions: What role does a forensic psychologist 
play in the justice system? What methods are used by forensic psychologists to make their 
assessments? Can a forensic psychologist remain unbiased despite knowing the physical 
evidence that exists.? Do they take the  physical evidence collected to help them determine 
the psychological state of the criminal? 
 
Anticipated Research: What sources will you use?  What books, movies, podcasts, etc. will 
you explore first?  What do you hope to get from this early research?  
 
I am planning on reading  Analyze People: Master Cold Reading and Psychoanalysis for Instant 
Social Leverage, Unfair by Adam Benforado, and Inside the Criminal Mind by Stanton 
Samenow to familiarize myself with the intersection between psychology and the criminal 
justice system. By reading these books, I hopefully will get a better understanding of the 
process in which a forensic psychologist studies criminal behavior and how they identify 
trends in characteristics and traits. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Product Possibilities: What will you build/make/create/construct to demonstrate the 
knowledge and expertise you accumulate over the course of the year?  
  
The product possibilities that I am envisioning is ideally real and videotaped interview with a 
convicted felon that is now out of the justice system and the impact that it had on his/her life 
after their release. I would love to also interview someone who was wrongly convicted and 
explore the psychological impact of these two very different scenarios on each individual. 
The interview will be backed by a case study of the two scenarios through the criminal justice 
system in this country  
 
Internship/Mentor Hopes: What would be your ideal internship?  With whom would you most 
like to work?  How would these “best options” favorably affect your research, product, and 
exhibition?   
 
My ideal internship would be to watch a forensic psychologist at work. This would certainly 
guide me to conduct a more realistic and thorough interview.  
 


